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Nobody’s Perfect 
Kittens Inspire as They 
Weeble Wobble Through Life 

D arcy arrived at the Lycoming County SPCA on a “TNR day,” 
a day that is set aside for the neutering of community or 

“outdoor” cats.  On this par cular day, Missy Black, TNR 
Coordinator for the SPCA, was working hard with a household to 
set up traps and sterilize their outdoor cat colony.  A ny ki en, 
just a few weeks old, was discovered at the home, and the poor 
li le girl sure was struggling.  With the homeowner’s permission, 
Missy brought Darcy to the SPCA for help. 

“Darcy was just a ny thing in a box,” remembers Bethany Reed, 
the SPCA’s Foster Coordinator, “We aged her at 4-5 weeks, and 
she did not look good.  At first, we thought she was dehydrated, 
had low blood sugar, or was cold.  But a er we warmed her up a 
lot and got her back out of her cage, we were surprised.  She 
was holding her head weirdly and was uncoordinated.  Was she 
dying?  Was she having a seizure?  We were not sure.  Then we 
realized that she was ea ng, and we thought, ‘Well, if she’s 
ea ng, she’s not dying.’  So we guessed that she had CH.”   

CH stands for cerebellar hypoplasia.  It is a condi on where the 
brain does not develop properly.  CH can happen when a mother 
cat is exposed to the feline panleukopenia (feline distemper) 
virus when pregnant and passes the virus along to her unborn 
ki ens.  

The day a er Darcy came to the SPCA, the colony caretakers 
found another uncoordinated ki en.  “She was stuck in a 
puddle, poor thing,” recalls Bethany, “We named her Lacey.  She 
was very wobbly, very ‘drunk’ looking.”   

A trip to the veterinarian’s confirmed that both Darcy and Lacey 
had CH.  Their cerebellums are underdeveloped, and since the 
cerebellum controls motor development, the ki ens cannot 
move as well as fully developed cats.  

“CH is not contagious or painful.  It is not progressive.  Cats with 
CH can live happy lives,” states Bethany.  However, they 
some mes require special accommoda ons, so Bethany offered 
her home to foster the duo.  “All ki ens are wobbly.  Ki ens 
with CH have amplified wobbling,” says Bethany, “I had to form 
a rou ne to feed them.  I would make a type of wet food and 
hold them up to it.  They reminded me of birds.  
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Volunteer Spotlight – True-Blue Edition 

T he SPCA has many volunteers 
that help the staff run the 

shelter and care for the animals; 
everyone has a vital role in the 
process.  Once every quarter, we like 
to shine a light on one volunteer who 
has been an integral part of the 
shelter.   
 
Al Cahn started volunteering about 
one year ago.  "When I looked up Al's 
start date, I found it hard to believe 
that he has only been here for one 
year," says Missy Black, Volunteer 
Coordinator for the Lycoming County 
SPCA, "He is counted on so much that 
it seems he has been volunteering for 

years."  Al's journey with the SPCA 
began when he re red and desired to 
give back to the local shelter.  A quiet 
man, Al stays to himself, keeping to 
the task at hand, with a ready smile 
for anyone he sees.  He volunteers 
four mornings a week, except when 
he has commitments at home.  Al 
comes in Monday through Thursday 
at 10:00 a.m. and walks at least ten 
dogs; how wonderful for the dogs 
and the other volunteers.  "SPCA 
caretakers struggle most days to get 
all the dogs out for walks; it breaks 
your heart a li le," shares Missy, 
"However, we are doing our best, and 
the ten dogs ge ng out those 

mornings with Al makes the evening 
task of walking as many as possible 
more feasible." 
 
"Al is very consistent and reliable," 
says Missy,  "He is there each week.  
The evening supervisors kept asking 
me who is the mystery 'AC' on the 
walking chart (the chart where 
volunteers mark which dogs they 
walked).  Finally, they said, 'we want 
to give him a big hug and thank him 
for all the dogs he walks each day he 
is at the SPCA.'  I told Al about the 
kind words from the other 
volunteers, and he just shrugged and 
smiled.  Al is commi ed to these 
precious souls that we are in charge 
of un l they find their forever 
homes," Missy states, "and we would 
like Al to know how much he is 
needed and appreciated for his 
volunteer hours at the SPCA." 

How to Volunteer: 
Fill out and submit a volunteer 

applica on from our website to get 

started! 

h ps://www.lycomingspca.org/

volunteer 

Perfect day off? 
Hiking with my wife, and if 
my adult children join in - the 
more the merrier. 
 
What is your favorite food? 
Peach pie 
 
What is your favorite family 
recipe? 
Poppyseed roll 
 
 

Meet the Staff – Shawn McMonigle, Humane Officer  

How long  have you worked at 
the Lycoming County SPCA? 
10 years 
 
What is the most rewarding 
part of your job?  
Helping animals 
 
What is the most challenging 
part of your job?  
Not being able to take more 
dogs home 
 
 

What is the tallest building 
you have been to the top of? 
Empire State Building 
 
Are you a clean or messy 
person? 
Clean 
 
What do you enjoy about 
living in this area? 
I am an outdoor enthusiast. 
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Shawn, and 

his boy, Rollei 

Shelter pup, 
Andre, enjoying 

a walk 
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Nobody’s Perfect  - Kittens Inspire continued 

They would put their heads into the 
food and lt them up to swallow.”     

Bethany also makes li le changes to 
keep the ki ens safe.  Changes 
include silicone dishes that cannot 
spill and easy-to-use li erboxes.  
“They use the po y really well,” 
Bethany explains, “They can get in 
the li erbox and lean on the sides to 
support themselves.” 

Darcy and Lacey flop to get where 
they are going (and, trust us, they 
always get there).  They spend a lot of 
their lives lying sideways.  They also 
crash into walls frequently.  They 
sleep against the wall, perhaps 
because it helps them feel “propped 
up.”  As they get older, they can 

control their movements a li le 
more.  Darcy can even walk a bit.  It is 
sort of like “wobble, wobble, fall 
over.”  They cannot climb, yet in all 
other aspects, they are normal 
ki ens.   

“They are really the sweetest ki ens 
that I have ever had,” reports 
Bethany, “When they hear me 
coming in the door, they start 
meowing.  People say, ‘Oh my gosh, 
that is so sad,’ when they see them, 
but it isn’t.  They do not let their 
bodies keep them down.  I o en tell 
people, ‘They are just happy to be 
here,’ and they truly are.  They are 
just goofy, and I just love them.  They 
are special girls.”  

The girls are also always together. 
Bethany says, “I call them conjoined 
twins.  They love each other, and they 
love to cuddle.”  They also love to 
play.  Interac ve toys are a big hit, 
with a spinning bu erfly being their 
#1 favorite.  They get along with 
Bethany’s other cats and keep her 
laughing with their an cs and 
occasional “crazy-eyed” looks. 

As for adop on, “The girls definitely 
go together.  In fact, they rely on 
each other,” reports Bethany.  Thanks 
to your support, Darcy and Lacey are 
now two of the happiest ki ens you 
will ever meet.  How do we know?  
The soothing sound of their constant 
purrs tells us all.   
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Darcy and 

Lacey are 

always 

together. 

 Loyalsock Township Supervisors 

Hughesville Borough 

Newberry Lions Club 

Loyalsock Township School District 

Wolf Run Veterinary Clinic 

PMF Industries, Inc. 

SZ Realty 

Eck's Garage 

John Savoy and Son, Inc 

Geisinger Health System 

BLaST Intermediate Unit 17 

Sanders Mortuary 

Cogan House Township 

Travelers Protec ve Associa on of 
America 

RoseBird Veterinary Center 

Lewisburg Veterinary Hospital 

Thank You to Supporting Businesses & Organizations 
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 Will you be my valentine? – Looking for cuddly sweethearts. 

 

Brutus, Troy, and Audra Lootah and Damon 
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Upcoming Events—Fun for Pets and People 

Volunteer  

Orientations 

Wed, February 22 

Wed, March 22 

Wed, April 19 

All volunteer orienta ons begin at 6:00 

p.m. at the Lycoming County SPCA. 

Fill out a volunteer applica on at 

lycomingspca.org/volunteer. 

 

Sweet Temptations 

Thank You 

Sweet Tempta ons, held in November 

2022, was a delicious and successful 

fundraiser.  Thank you to the following 

sponsors and vendors who made it 

possible.  

 

 

will be chip- med.  Children, pets, 
families, and pet lovers of all kinds 
are encouraged to come to support 
the Lycoming County SPCA and our 
efforts to protect the domes c 
animals in Lycoming County. 

Pre-registra on is open online un l 
April 5 at noon.  On-site registra on is 
available on the day of the race.  

pawsrun.com 

A  new course is in the works for 
Paws Run 2023.  Event 

coordinators are changing the 
tradi onal 2.5 and 5-mile events to 
one 5k event.  Remaining the same 
are categories for runners, walkers, 
and human/pet teams, all 
par cipa ng on the same course. 

The annual event will again be held at 
the South Williamsport Community 
Park.  The race starts at 9:00 a.m. and 

Wagner’s Wasted 

Whoopies 

p.m. on Thursday, March 9.  Giving 
during this event can stretch your donor 
dollars and help us win monetary prizes.  
Our goal is $20,000. 

Raise the Region—March 8th - March 9th 

O nce again, we will be par cipa ng 
in Raise the Region. As an ini a ve 

of the First Community Founda on 
Partnership of Pennsylvania, the goal of 
Raise the Region is to support local 
nonprofits throughout the region.  

The 30-hour compe ve online giving 
event will start at 6:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 8, and run to 11:59 
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Smart as a Whip - Cali Loves a Challenge 

Member Levels & Perks 
($45) Regular……………………………………………… Quarterly Newsle er/e-newsle er 

($100) Cat Kennel Sponsor…………………………….Quarterly Newsle er 

       Name on Cat Kennel (1 yr) 

($200) Dog Kennel Sponsor……………………………Quarterly Newsle er 

       Name on Dog Kennel (1 yr) 

($500) Adop on Advocate……………………………..Quarterly Newsle er 

       10% off SPCA Store 

       1 Small Animal Sponsor 

($1,500) Rescue Partner…………………………………Quarterly Newsle er 

       10% off SPCA Store 

                      10% off Adop on 

       1 Cat Sponsor 

($2,500) Faithful Friend………………………………….Quarterly Newsle er 

       15% off SPCA Store 

                      15% off Adop on 

       1 Dog Sponsor 

($5,000) Humane Hero…………………………………..Quarterly Newsle er 

                      15% off SPCA Store 

                      1 Cat or Dog Sponsor w/ updates 

       1 complimentary entry/ cket 
       (Sweet Tempta ons or Paws Run) 

Life me Membership:…………..……………………….Quarterly Newsle er 

(exis ng member for at least 7 years)    Cat or Dog Kennel Sponsor (5yr)  

       Brick 

Memorial Membership:………………………………….Memorial Brick 

       Lis ng on Website 

To con nue to receive quarterly newsle ers, consider becoming a member.  

Save Lives - Become an SPCA Member 

Cali 

Due to the rising cost of postage and 
prin ng and our con nuous effort to 
maximize our funding for the care of our 
animals, effec ve February 28, 2023, we 
are making the following changes to our 
dona on reply le ers. 

· Memorial and Honor 
Acknowledgements will be mailed on 
the last weekday of each month to 
the recipient families/individuals. 

· Membership & General Dona ons 
will be mailed in a summary report 
with a compiled list of all dona ons 
received. 

*For members with email addresses in 
our system, we will email thank you 
le ers and acknowledgements as usual. 

*If you want dona on le ers with each 
dona on, send your email address to 
development@lycomingspca.org. 

Update for Members & Supporters 

C ali is a ray of sunshine.  She just 
celebrated her ninth birthday with a 

special new toy and a walk.  It was a day 
full of whole-body wiggles for Miss Cali.   

Cali is one of the SPCA residents who has 
been here the longest.  She has lived with 
us for over five hundred days now.  During 
that me, Cali has learned manners such 
as sit, down, and paw.  She has also honed 
her skills in Free Work (where she learned 
to channel her doggie ins ncts to solve 
challenges).  All the skills she has mastered 
are designed to help her thrive in a home 
environment.   

Speaking of a home environment, what 
does Cali’s dream home look like?  One 
with older children and maybe another 
canine sibling who will let Cali take the 
lead.  She is pre y sure cats are animals 
with bad inten ons, so she definitely does 
not want to share her home with them.            

Caregivers describe Cali as “smart as a 
whip” and rave about her cuddles.  Toys 
light up her world, especially the squeaky 
kind.  Cali has worked extremely hard to 
be the confident lady she is today.  She is 
sure to blossom in a forever home. 
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Philanthropy in Action - Thank You for Your Gifts 

Cats 

· Dry or wet cat food 

· Non-clumping cat litter (like 

Yesterday’s News) 

Kittens 

· Dry kitten food 

· Wet kitten food 

Dogs 

· Nylabones 

· Kongs 

Small Animals 

· Rabbit food 

· Timothy hay 

· Guinea Pig Food 

General Supplies 

· Laundry detergent 

· Bleach 

· Dish soap 

You can drop off items directly at the 
SPCA or have them shipped through our 

Amazon.com and Chewy.com wish lists.  

Winter Wish List 

Girls on the Run Jersey 

Shore Elementary 

The Jett Club 

The Bar (on Market) & 

Back Alley Bar & Grill 

Warrior Run FFA 

Brogan & Bronson 

Spherion Staffing & 

Recruiting 

Fairfield Auto 

Grayson Hower  
& Juliana Springman 

The Adriana 

Grace 

Memorial 

Loyalsock Valley Elementary’s 

Peace Patrol 

West 

Pharmaceutical 



Nonprofit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Williamsport, PA 

Permit No. 66 2805 Reach Road 
Williamsport, PA 17701-4178 

Happy Tail Adoptions for Janet and Poblano 

Poblano now has a 
bright future ahead. 

Cute as a button, l ittle 
Janet was quickly 
adopted. 

The Lycoming County SPCA is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organiza on that receives private dona ons and conducts fundraising ac vi es to financially support its mission. The official registra on and 
financial informa on of the Lycoming County SPCA may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling 1-800-732-0999. Registra on does not imply endorsement. 

a loving, forever home.  As you 
may imagine, it did not take 
long for Janet to be adopted.  
Her sweet, squishy face was 
soon looking out the window of 
her new mom’s car as she le  
the shelter’s parking lot and 
headed out into her new world.      

P oblano’s story echoes 
Janet’s in some respects.  

Poblano’s owners called the 
SPCA when they discovered 
that their guinea pigs were 
rapidly reproducing.  Could the 
SPCA gender the guinea pigs, 
the owners asked?  Yes, we 
could, and we did.  The owners 
then asked if they could 
surrender the guinea pigs to 
the SPCA.  The condi on of the 
guinea pigs, including two li le 
newborns, needed 
nourishment and medical care, 
yet the shelter was full at the 

W e just had to feature 
Janet.  The adorable 

Chinese Shar-Pei Beagle-mix 
arrived with her two siblings at 
the Lycoming County SPCA 
shortly a er the New Year.  At 
just two months old, the 
puppies brought joy to 
everyone they met.  Their 
owner called the SPCA because 
he no longer had a house.  He 
was keeping the puppies on a 
friend’s back porch in an open 
crate.  Shelter staff picked the 
puppies up and found them a 
bit s cky with pee but in good 
condi on. 

Thank goodness for folks like 
you.  Your support gave Janet 
the home-between-homes that 
she needed.  You provided her 
with a warm bed, nutri ous 
food, clean water, and the 
opportunity to be adopted into 

moment.  Thankfully, a guinea 
pig experienced foster mom 
volunteered to foster the 
growing guinea pig family in 
her home. 

And it was just in me, too.  
Did you know that a female 
guinea pig is highly fer le 
about fi een hours a er giving 
birth?  Yes, she is, and so it was 
that two more li le guinea pigs 
entered the world at their 
foster mother’s about two 
months later.  

Caregivers now have all the 
pigs separated by gender and 
are adop ng them into loving 
homes.  Their medical issues 
have cleared up, and they are 
perfectly plump and squeaky.  
Their hearty squeals are their 
way of saying “thank you!”      

Hoss’s Fundraiser Day 
February 28 

World Spay Day 


